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Lord Cornwallis was not without some fear for Athlone, which he found to be a place incapable of defence. His position on the Leinster side of the Shannon was bad, and a good one could not be taken up. His foot had been inflamed for some days before he left Dublin. He could only wear a cloth shoe, and it was with difficulty that he could ride. He had hitherto travelled in his carriage. He, however, mounted his horse and desired me to accompany him to view the ground on the other side of the river. He found no situation to secure the town without encamping his whole force, and he was unwilling to do that until the arrival of the troops from Longford. He wished strong picquets to be placed. I told him I should remain and post them.
During the night the Sutherland and Bed Fencibles arrived with Generals Campbell and Wemyss. On the 28th, in the morning, I went with Lord Cornwallis to choose a situation for a camp in front of Athlone. The troops moved into it that day, and on the 2gth we marched to Ballinamore.1 Here Generals Lake and Hutchinson joined us; they had been directed to fall back from Tuam. The Kilkenny and Longford Regiments had behaved so ill under them, that it was thought proper to move them to Athlone to prevent their communicating with the other troops. We could get no certain intelligence of the enemy. Lieu tenant-Colonel Crauford was sent with a detachment of cavalry to patrol towards Ballinrobe and Castlebar, feel the enemy, and procure intelligence. The army halted here one day and was brigaded. Major-General Campbell commands the first brigade, General Hutchinson the second, both under General Lake. My corps, consisting of the first and second flank battalions, the looth Regiment, flank companies of the Warwick and Bucks, Roxburgh Fencibles, cavalry, and a detachment of the Hompesch, with a brigade of British artillery, was styled "the advance corps,3' and directed to report to Lord Cornwallis only. On the 31 st
1 Small place probably on the Suck just north of Ballinasloe, not the Ballinamore of map.